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SUBJECT:    "On  the  Mend"  -  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and 
Home  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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With  the  men  of  the  family  home  from-the  service  we're  hearing  a  familiar 

refrain,    it  goes  something  like  this... 

'Dear. . .will  you  sew  this  button  on  my  coat?" 

"I  wish  you'd  look  how  this  sleeve  is  frayed.    My  favorite  suit  too.  Wonder 
if  you  can  fix  it?" 

"Do  you  suppose  you  can  do  anything  about  this  buttonhole. . .it's  all  pulled 

out." 

No  question  about  it.    The  time  has  come  for  ue  to  get  our  mending  materials 
together,    They're  going  to  be  called  into  use.    And  the  work  will  go  easier  (the 
results  look  better  too)  if  we  have  our  mending  supplies  on  hand  before  we  start 
with  the  ripping  and  stitching. 

If  you  haven't  been  mending  euits  before— you  had  better  make  note  that  you'lj 
need  to  buy  some  thread  especially  for  this  purpose.    Clothing  specialists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  recommend  three-cord  mercerized  thread. . .size  0... 
for  stitching  men's  euits.    This  is  stronger  than  the  thread  you  ordinarily  use 
for  home  sewing.    Try  to  match  the  thread  to  the  materials  as  nearly  as  possible. 
But  keep  in  mind... if  you  can't  match  it  exactly .. .buy  darker  rather  than  lighter 
colors.    Black  thread  usually  looks  better  than  blue  on  a  navy  suit  because  the 
blue  thread  works  up  much  lighter  than  it  appears  on  the  spool. 

For  mending  buttonholee . . .get  a  buttonhole  twist  made  especially  for  men's 
euits.  You  can  buy  this  twist  by  the  yard.  It  comes  eight  strands  braided  to- 
gether.   And  three-fourths  of  a  yard  will  make  eight  average  buttonholes. 
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How  about  the  buttons.    Here'e  a  tip  that  may  not  have  occurred  to  you  if 
you're  new  at  this  mending  game.    You'll  find-  worn-out  suits  are  a  good  source 
of  buttons.    Buttons  from  suits  headed  for  the  rag  bag  will  come  in  handly  later 
when  you  need  to  replace  lost  or  broken  buttons  on  good  suits.    Of  course  you 
can  buy  matching  pants  buttons  at  notion  counters.    They  aren't  expensive.  And 
it's  smart  to  have  a  supply  on  hand. 

If  possible. . .get  cotton  twill  made  especially  for  inside  trousers  pockets 
when  you  need  pocketing.    This  sturdy  material  outlasts  muslin.    It  comee  In 
30-inch  widths.    So  you  can  cut  two  side  pockets  from  one  length.    Just  one 
caution.    Pocket  lengths  vary.    So  measure  before  you  buy. 

For  your  mending  library. . .I'd  like  to  suggest  a  helpful  bulletin.  It's 
called  "Mending  Men's  Suits."  It  was  prepared  by  clothing  specialists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    And  it  tells  the  best  ways  to  alter,  repair 
and  care  for  men's  suits  and  overcoats.    You  can  get  a  copy  of  this  bulletin 
free.    Just  send  your  request  to  Radio  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  Ask 
for  the  bulletin  "Mending  Men's  Suits." 
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